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District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, 
and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

 

Core Beliefs 
We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 

  



Freehold Borough School District 
Social Studies – Grade 5     

       4 

Philosophy 

 The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that our students deserve the best 
education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope 
and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently 
and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which 
language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, 
and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

 To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this 
living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform 
our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but 
specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-based methods and techniques that focus on 
student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the 
needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular growth.  Assessment will be 
multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
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Pacing Guide (Scope & Sequence – M43, M44) 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

Early Life East and West Connections Across Continents Colonial Life in North America American Revolution 

 Dividing the United States into regions makes it 

easier to study our country’s geography. 

 An elevation map shows the height of the land 

above sea level and helps people compare 

different places on Earth. 

 People reached the Americas from Asia and began 

to settle throughout North and South America. 

 Early cultures developed in different parts of 

North America. 

 Powerful civilizations developed and spread in 

Mexico, Central America, and South America 

 People of the Eastern Woodlands developed a 

variety of cultures based on hunting and farming. 

 People of the Great Plains adapted their cultures to 

the introduction of the horse. 

 The need for water affected the cultures developed 

by the people of the Southwest. 

 People of the Northwest Coast developed cultures 

based on the region’s natural resources. 

 The desire for trade led people of Asia and Europe 

to travel and build stronger ties to people of other 

continents. 

 Beginning more than one thousand years ago, rich 

trading kingdoms developed in West Africa. 

 In the 1400s European explorers developed sea 

routes to Africa and Asia. 

 Columbus’s voyage led to 

European settlement of the 

Americas and an exchange 

of people, animals, goods, 

and ways of life between 

East and West. 

 Spanish conquistadors 

established new colonies in 

North America and South 

America. 

 Spain gained great wealth 

from the settlement and 

growth of New Spain. 

 England founded 

Jamestown, the first 

permanent English 

settlement in North America, 

in 1607. 

 The search for a Northwest 

Passage led to the founding 

of French and Dutch 

colonies in North America. 

 In search of religious 

freedom, English settlers 

established colonies in New 

England. 

 By 1733 the English had 

established 13 colonies 

along the east coast of North 

America. 

 People in the 13 Colonies 

produces a wide variety of 

goods and developed thriving 

trade routes. 

 The 13 Colonies had big cities, 

small towns, and farms of all 

sizes. 

 Going to school, attending 

religious services, and reading 

for news and entertainment 

were important parts of 

everyday life in the colonies. 

 Slavery expanded rapidly in 

the English colonies during the 

1700s, especially in the 

Southern Colonies. 

 During the 1500s and 1600s, 

New Spain expanded by 

establishing colonies in 

Florida and New Mexico. 

 French exploration of 

Mississippi River led to new 

French colonies in North 

America. 

 In the French and Indian War, 

the British, French, and Native 

Americas fought for control of 

a large part of North America. 

 British taxes led to greater 

cooperation among the 

colonies. 

 Events in Boston brought 

Britain and the colonies 

closer to war. 

 The American Revolution 

began with the battles at 

Lexington and Concord. 

 The American colonies 

declared independence 

from Britain in July 1776. 

 The contributions of a 

wide variety of people 

helped the Continental 

Army win important 

battles. 

 With help from France and 

Spain, the Continental 

Army won the American 

Revolution. 
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Content Guide 
SUBJECT:  SS 

Grade 5 

Unit Title: Unit 1 Early Life East and West Suggested Timeline 

___ 

Suggested Duration 

@ 60 days 

Big Ideas 

 Dividing the United States into regions makes it easier to study our country’s geography. 

 An elevation map shows the height of the land above sea level and helps people compare different places on Earth. 

 People reached the Americas from Asia and began to settle throughout North and South America. 

 Early cultures developed in different parts of North America. 

 Powerful civilizations developed and spread in Mexico, Central America, and South America 

 People of the Eastern Woodlands developed a variety of cultures based on hunting and farming. 

 People of the Great Plains adapted their cultures to the introduction of the horse. 

 The need for water affected the cultures developed by the people of the Southwest. 

 People of the Northwest Coast developed cultures based on the region’s natural resources. 

 The desire for trade led people of Asia and Europe to travel and build stronger ties to people of other continents. 

 Beginning more than one thousand years ago, rich trading kingdoms developed in West Africa. 

 In the 1400s European explorers developed sea routes to Africa and Asia. 

Standards 

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make 

informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

 

 The Beginnings of Human Society 

o 6.2.8.A.1.a  Compare and contrast the social organization of early hunters/gatherers and those who lived in early agrarian societies. 

o 6.2.8.B.1.a  Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers who moved from Africa to Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, 

and describe the impact of migration on their lives and on the shaping of societies. 

o 6.2.8.B.1.b  Compare and contrast how nomadic and agrarian societies used land and natural resources. 

o 6.2.8.C.1.a  Relate the agricultural revolution (including the impact of food surplus from farming) to population growth and the 

subsequent development of civilizations. 
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o 6.2.8.C.1.b  Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian societies. 

o 6.2.8.D.1.a  Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of relative length of time. 

o 6.2.8.D.1.b Relate the development of language and forms of writing to the expression of ideas, creation of cultural identity, and 

development of more complex social structures. 

o  6.2.8.D.1.c  Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life prior to written records. 

 

 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

o 6.2.8.A.4.a  Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 

populations. 

o 6.2.8.B.4.a  Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire and well 

as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 

o 6.2.8.B.4.b  Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) impacted urbanization, 

transportation, communication, and the development of international trade centers. 

o 6.2.8.B.4.c  Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources posed challenges and opportunities for trade and 

development. 

o 6.2.8.B.4.h  Explain how the locations, land forms, and climates of Mexico, Central America, and South America affected the 

development of Mayan, Aztec, and Incan societies, cultures, and economies. 

o 6.2.8.C.4.b  Analyze how trade, technology, the availability of natural resources, and contact with other civilizations affected the 

development of empires in Eurasia and the Americas. 

o 6.2.8.C.4.d  Analyze the relationship between trade routes and the development of powerful city-states and kingdoms in Africa. 

Student Learning Objectives 

 Explain why the United States is divided into 

regions. 

 Explain that landforms influence how people 

can use the land. 

 Compare and contrast climate in different parts 

of the United States. 

 Analyze the importance of regional 

interdependence. 

 Interpret maps to find elevations of different 

Standards 

Addressed 

 6.2.8.A.1.a   

 6.2.8.B.1.a   

 6.2.8.B.1.b   

 6.2.8.C.1.a   

 6.2.8.C.1.b   

 6.2.8.D.1.a   

Suggested Student 

Experiences 

Activities 

 Read Social Studies - The 

World Overview Lessons 4 

and Chapters 1-3 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 Identify significant 

examples of literature from 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

 

 Social Studies - The World  

 www.mrdonn.org 

 havefunteaching.com 

 www.superteacherworksheets.com 

 www.lessonpathways.com 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  Maps:  “Types, 

Symbol, and Terms” 

http://www.lessonpathways.com/
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places. 

 Understand how a globe is marked with a grid 

to measure features on Earth. 

 Learn how to use longitude and latitude to 

locate a place.   

 Identify and use the parts of a map. 

 Understand the use different kinds of maps such 

as of political maps, physical maps, language 

maps, land use maps, and climate maps. 

 Use primary sources to acquire information. 

 Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals of ancient cultures in the Eastern 

and Western Hemispheres. 

 Explain why and how early people migrated 

from Asia to the Americas. 

 Describe how the first Americans lived during 

the Ice Age. 

 Identify how the way of life of the first 

Americans changed as the climate became 

warmer. 

 Interpret information about the climate of a 

place. 

 Interpret information in a graph. 

 Explain why early people living east of the 

Mississippi River built mounds. 

 Explain how the Anasazi were able to farm in 

the desert. 

 Identify ways the Inuit adapted to life in the 

cold climate of the Arctic. 

 Identify the reasons for the development of the 

 6.2.8.D.1.b  

  6.2.8.D.1.c   

 6.2.8.A.4.a   

 6.2.8.B.4.a   

 6.2.8.B.4.b   

 6.2.8.B.4.c   

 6.2.8.B.4.h   

 6.2.8.C.4.b   

 6.2.8.C.4.d   

various periods in U.S. 

history.  

 Explain how examples of 

literature reflect the times 

during which they were 

written. 

 Describe details about an 

early culture. 

 Identify significant 

examples of art from 

various periods in U.S. 

history. 

Assessments 

 Teacher observation 

 Quizzes 

 Tests 

 Projects 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Homework 

 Portfolios 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  “Physical Geography” 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  “American History:  

American Beginnings” 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  “Native Americans:  

People of the Plains” 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  “Native Americans:  

People of the Forest” 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education: “China:  From Past to 

Present:  The Silk Road, the Great 

Wall, and Changes in 

Government” 
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Mayan civilization. 

 Describe how the Aztec Empire grew. 

 Explain how roads helped to unite the Incan 

Empire. 

 Compare and contrast artifacts of early 

American civilizations. 

 Explain how decisions were made in the 

Iroquois League. 

 Describe how people of the Eastern Woodlands 

used forest resources. 

 Analyze the Iroquois relationship with nature. 

 Relate how some Iroquois customs are kept 

alive today. 

 Describe the way of life of people in the Great 

Plains cultural region. 

 Analyze the effect of the horse on the lives of 

the Cheyenne. 

 Identify where in the United States the 

Cheyenne live today. 

 Describe the environment of the Southwest 

Desert cultural region. 

 Explain how and where the Hopi built their 

homes. 

 Describe a ceremony that honored kachinas. 

 Identify where in the United States the Hopi 

live today. 

 Analyze the purpose of potlatches. 

 Explain the role of shamans in Kwakiutl 

culture. 

 Compare the Kwakiutl population of three 
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hundred years ago to today. 

 Explain the causes and effects of Marco Polo’s 

journey. 

 Identify the location and importance of the Silk 

Road. 

 Relate the explorations of Zheng He to China’s 

desire to trade. 

 Summarize how trade led to greater ties among 

people of different continents. 

 Describe the location of the caravan trade routes 

leading across the Sahara Desert into West 

Africa. 

 Identify Ghana, Mali, and Songhai as major 

trading kingdoms of West Africa. 

 Relate West African wealth to its natural 

resources and to trade. 

 Describe Mansa Musa’s rule and his pilgrimage 

to Mecca. 

 Summarize the efforts of Europeans to explore 

lands far from Europe. 

 Describe the importance of the Renaissance and 

relate it to advances in navigation. 

 Identify the effects of Prince Henry the 

Navigator’s efforts to explore Africa. 

 Analyze parallel time lines to see how major 

events in different places occurred during the 

same period of time. 
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SUBJECT:  SS 

Grade 5 

Unit Title: Unit 2 Connections Across Continents Suggested Timeline 

___ 

Suggested 

Duration 

@35days 

Big Ideas 

 Columbus’s voyage led to European settlement of the Americas and an exchange of people, animals, goods, and ways of life between East 

and West. 

 Spanish conquistadors established new colonies in North America and South America. 

 Spain gained great wealth from the settlement and growth of New Spain. 

 England founded Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in North America, in 1607. 

 The search for a Northwest Passage led to the founding of French and Dutch colonies in North America. 

 In search of religious freedom, English settlers established colonies in New England. 

 By 1733 the English had established 13 colonies along the east coast of North America. 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 

decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

 Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620) 

o 6.1.8.A.1.a  Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among African, European, and Native 

American groups. 

o 6.1.8.B.1.a  Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain how these patterns affected interactions 

in different regions of the Western Hemisphere. 

o 6.1.8.B.1.b  Analyze the world in spatial terms, using historical maps to determine what led to the exploration of new water and land 

routes. 

o 6.1.8.C.1.a  Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European exploration. 

o 6.1.8.C.1.b  Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period. 

o 6.1.8.D.1.a  Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of Native American groups. 

o 6.1.8.D.1.b  Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural transformation. 
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o 6.1.8.D.1.c  Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from different perspectives. 

Student Learning Objectives 

 Use primary sources to acquire information. 

 Identify the contributions of significant individuals 

during the period of early European exploration and 

colonization of the Americas. 

 Explain the purpose of Columbus’s voyages to the 

Americas and describe his first encounters with the 

Taino. 

 Define the Columbian Exchange and explain its 

causes and effects. 

 Explain the impact of Columbus’s voyage on the 

Americas. 

 Identify the origin of the word America. 

 Explain the reason for Christopher Columbus’s 

voyage. 

 Explain the purpose of latitude and longitude. 

 Use latitude and longitude to locate points on a map. 

 Describe the factors that enabled Cortés to defeat the 

Aztecs. 

 Explain the changes the Spanish brought to New 

Spain. 

 List the sequence of the Spanish conquests in the 

Americas after Cortés’s defeat of the Aztecs. 

 Summarize the sequence of events involved in 

Spain’s search for gold in North America in the early 

to middle 1500s. 

 Describe the structure of society in New Spain. 

 Determine the effects of the Spanish conquests on 

native peoples. 

Standards 

Addressed 

 6.1.8.A.1.a   

 6.1.8.B.1.a   

 6.1.8.B.1.b   

 6.1.8.C.1.a   

 6.1.8.C.1.b   

 6.1.8.D.1.a   

 6.1.8.D.1.b   

 6.1.8.D.1.c   

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 Read Social Studies - The 

World Chapters 4 & 5 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 Describe a historic event 

from different points of 

view. 

 Explain how literary pieces 

reflect the times during 

which they were written. 

 Identify the feelings 

expressed by a poet. 

 Analyze information by 

identifying cause-and-effect 

relationships. 

 Analyze information by 

identifying the sequence of 

events. 

Assessments 

 Teacher observation 

 Quizzes 

 Tests 

 Projects 

Suggested Resources / 

Materials 

 

 Social Studies - The 

World 

 www.mrdonn.org 

 Streaming video from 

Discovery Education: 

“The Early Life of 

Christopher Columbus” 

 Streaming video from 

Discovery Education:  

“Exploring the World:  

The Age of Explorations 

Begins” 

 Streaming video from 

Discovery Education:  

“Exploring the World:  

The English Come to 

Jamestown and 

Plymouth” 
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 Explain the points of view of Spanish landowners 

regarding slavery. 

 Identify the contributions of Bartolomé de Las Casas. 

 Explain why the English founded a colony on 

Roanoke Island. 

 Interpret the reasons for the conflict between Spain 

and England. 

 Analyze the problems the first Jamestown colonists 

encountered and how they solved them. 

 Describe the type of government set up in the 

Virginia colony. 

 Describe the accomplishments of significant colonial 

leaders, such as John Smith. 

 Evaluate the impact of the search for the Northwest 

Passage on the establishment of French and Dutch 

settlements in North America. 

 Explain the factors responsible for the founding and 

growth of New France and New Amsterdam. 

 Describe the motivations of the Pilgrims in coming to 

North America. 

 Summarize the difficulties encountered by the 

Pilgrims on their journey and in establishing 

Plymouth colony. 

 Describe how the Native Americans helped the 

Pilgrims and the significance of their Thanksgiving 

celebration. 

 Explain how the Puritans applied the experiences of 

earlier English colonists to the growth of 

Massachusetts Bay colony. 

 Compare and contrast the geography of the New 

England, Middle, and Southern Colonies. 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Homework 

 Portfolios  
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 Summarize the impact of religion on the founding of 

the New England Colonies. 

 Explain how events in England affected the founding 

of the Middle and Southern Colonies. 

 Outline the similarities and differences of the settlers 

in each region. 

 
SUBJECT:  SS 

Grade 5 

Unit Title: Unit 3  Colonial Life in North America Suggested Timeline 

___ 

Suggested 

Duration 

@ 35 days 

Big Ideas 

 People in the 13 Colonies produces a wide variety of goods and developed thriving trade routes. 

 The 13 Colonies had big cities, small towns, and farms of all sizes. 

 Going to school, attending religious services, and reading for news and entertainment were important parts of everyday life in the colonies. 

 Slavery expanded rapidly in the English colonies during the 1700s, especially in the Southern Colonies. 

 During the 1500s and 1600s, New Spain expanded by establishing colonies in Florida and New Mexico. 

 French exploration of Mississippi River led to new French colonies in North America. 

 In the French and Indian War, the British, French, and Native Americas fought for control of a large part of North America. 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 

decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

 Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

o 6.1.8.A.2.a  Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American colonies. 

o 6.1.8.A.2.b  Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early structures on the 

evolution of American politics and institutions. 

o 6.1.8.A.2.c  Explain how race, gender, and status affected social, economic, and political opportunities during Colonial times. 
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o 6.1.8.B.2.a  Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies. 

o 6.1.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among European colonists 

and Native American groups in the New World. 

o 6.1.8.C.2.a  Relate slavery and indentured servitude to Colonial labor systems. 

o 6.1.8.C.2.b  Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and European countries. 

o 6.1.8.C.2.c  Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

o 6.1.8.D.2.a  Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in Europe and the 

Americas. 

o 6.1.8.D.2.b  Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different groups of people, and explain why 

their experiences differed. 

Student Learning Objectives 

 Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of 

working as an apprentice. 

 Identify the main products of each colonial region. 

 Describe a common triangular trade route. 

 Compare the different types of jobs available to 

colonists. 

 Describe some of Benjamin Franklin’s important 

contributions to the colonies. 

 Identify the types of crops raised on plantations. 

 Compare and contrast life in cities, towns, and farms. 

 Explain what it was like to attend school in the 

colonies. 

 Describe some examples of colonial literature and 

newspapers. 

 Analyze the causes of religious diversity in the 

colonies. 

 Identify foods that were popular in the colonies. 

Standards 

Addressed 

 6.1.8.A.2.a   

 6.1.8.A.2.b   

 6.1.8.A.2.c   

 6.1.8.B.2.a   

 6.1.8.B.2.b   

 6.1.8.C.2.a   

 6.1.8.C.2.b   

 6.1.8.C.2.c   

 6.1.8.D.2.a   

 6.1.8.D.2.b   

Suggested Student Experiences 

Activities 

 Read Social Studies - The 

World Chapters 6 & 7 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 Compare and use scales to 

measure distance on maps. 

 Use primary and secondary 

sources such as visual 

information to acquire 

information. 

 Identify important 

information in newspaper 

articles. 

 Distinguish news articles 

from feature articles. 

Suggested Resources / 

Materials 

 

 

 Social Studies - The 

World 

 www.mrdonn.org 

 Streaming video from 

Discovery Education:  

“Field Trips to Yesterday:  

The Road to Revolution:  

Historical Boston” 

 Streaming video from 

Discovery Education:  

“Plymouth Plantation” 

 

http://www.mrdonn.org/
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 Compare slavery in different regions of the colonies. 

 Describe skills that enslaved people brought to the 

colonies. 

 Explain how enslaved Africans were able to keep 

their traditions alive. 

 Analyze ways in which people resisted slavery. 

 Explain Spain’s reasons for wanting a colony in 

Florida. 

 Describe the early Spanish colonies in New Mexico. 

 Analyze the causes and effects of the Pueblo Revolt. 

 Identify ways in which French settlers learned from 

Native Americans. 

 Analyze reasons the French explored the Mississippi 

River. 

 Explain how La Salle’s explorations led to the 

expansion of New France. 

 Relate the location of New Orleans to its success as a 

port city. 

 Identify the cause of conflicts over land among the 

British, French, and Native Americans. 

 Describe the beginning of the French and Indian War. 

 Explain how the British were able to win the French 

and Indian War. 

 Analyze the major effects of the French and Indian 

War. 

 Describe everyday life in the 13 Colonies. 

 Compare and contrast life in the colonies to life 

today. 

Assessments 

 Teacher observation 

 Quizzes 

 Tests 

 Projects 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Homework 

 Portfolios  
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SUBJECT:  SS. Grade 5 Unit Title: Unit 4 American Revolution Suggested Timeline Suggested Duration: @ 35days 

Big Ideas 

 British taxes led to greater cooperation among the colonies. 

 Events in Boston brought Britain and the colonies closer to war. 

 The American Revolution began with the battles at Lexington and Concord. 

 The American colonies declared independence from Britain in July 1776. 

 The contributions of a wide variety of people helped the Continental Army win important battles. 

 With help from France and Spain, the Continental Army won the American Revolution. 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed 

decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

 Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) 

o 6.1.8.A.3.a  Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, 

African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period. 

o 6.1.8.B.3.a  Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of the 

American colonies. 

o 6.1.8.B.3.d  Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution. 

o 6.1.8.C.3.a  Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact of these on relations 

between Britain and its North American colonies. 

o 6.1.8.C.3.b  Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of state and national governments during 

this time.   

o 6.1.8.D.3.b  Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of 

American democracy. 

o 6.1.8.D.3.c  Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary forces and as the first president of the 

United States. 

o 6.1.8.D.3.d Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American 



Freehold Borough School District 
Social Studies – Grade 5     

       18 

Revolution. 

o 6.1.8.D.3.e  Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern 

merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and determine 

how these groups were impacted by the war.    

o 6.1.8.D.3.f  Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United States relations with Native 

Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America. 

 Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 

o 6.1.8.A.4.a  Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 

Student Learning Objectives 

 Identify the contributions of 

significant individuals during 

the period of the American 

Revolution. 

 Identify the causes of the 

Stamp Act and the 

Townshend Acts. 

 Identify the contributions of 

significant individuals during 

the revolutionary period, 

including the Sons of Liberty 

and the Daughters of Liberty. 

 Explain how British taxes led 

to greater cooperation among 

the colonies. 

 Evaluate the effects of 

colonists’ protests 

 Analyze the causes and 

effects of events prior to the 

American Revolution, such 

as the Boston Tea Party. 

Standards Addressed 

 6.1.8.A.3.a   

 6.1.8.B.3.a  

 6.1.8.B.3.d   

 6.1.8.C.3.a   

 6.1.8.C.3.b   

 6.1.8.D.3.b   

 6.1.8.D.3.c   

 6.1.8.D.3.d  

 6.1.8.D.3.e  

 6.1.8.D.3.f  

 6.1.8.A.4.a 

Suggested Student 

Experiences 

Activities 

 Read Social Studies - The 

World Chapters 8 & 9 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 Interpret patriotic slogans 

and excerpts from notable 

speeches and documents. 

 Analyze information by 

identifying cause-and-effect 

relationships. 

 Use primary sources to 

acquire information. 

 Use primary and secondary 

sources such as visual 

information to acquire 

information. 

Suggested Resources / Materials 

 

 

 Social Studies - The World 

 www.mrdonn.org 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  “Just the Facts:  

American History:  The 

Declaration of Independence” 

 Streaming video from Discovery 

Education:  “Causes of the 

American Revolution and the 

Declaration of Independence” 

http://www.mrdonn.org/
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 Identify the goal of the 

Committees of 

Correspondence. 

 Explain the Intolerable Acts. 

 Identify events (causes) in 

Boston and their effects on 

the relationship between the 

colonies and Britain. 

 Differentiate between the 

political ideas of Patriots and 

Loyalists. 

 Identify the effects of the 

first battles of the American 

Revolution. 

 Identify the contributions of 

significant individuals during 

the revolutionary period, 

including Paul Revere. 

 Identify and describe key 

events in the American 

Revolution, including the 

battles of Lexington, 

Concord, and Bunker Hill. 

 Analyze and interpret maps 

to explain historical events. 

 Describe the decisions made 

by the Second Continental 

Congress. 

 Evaluate the impact of 

Thomas Paine’s Common 

Sense. 

 Analyze the main argument 

 Understand that a 

generalization is a broad 

statement or idea about a 

subject. Practice making 

generalizations about a 

given topic. 

 Identify significant 

examples of music from 

various periods in U.S. 

history. 

 Explain how examples of 

music reflect the times 

during which they were 

written. 

Assessments 

 Teacher observation 

 Quizzes 

 Tests 

 Projects 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Homework 

 Portfolios 
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in the Declaration of 

Independence. 

 Explain why signing the 

Declaration of Independence 

was a dangerous act. 

 Explain how Washington 

was able to force the British 

from Boston. 

 Analyze the causes and 

effects of American victories 

at Trenton and Saratoga. 

 Summarize the contributions 

of African American patriots. 

 Describe ways in which 

women helped support the 

American Revolution. 

 Explain how other nations 

helped the Continental Army. 

 Compare the contributions of 

patriot heroes such as Francis 

Marion, George Rogers 

Clark, and John Paul Jones. 

 Describe how Washington 

was able to trap the British at 

Yorktown. 

 Analyze the significance of 

the American victory at 

Yorktown. 

 


